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This map represents the concentration of selected environmental asset data layers
overlaid on the landscape. Its purpose is to highlight a given area’s relative
conservation values as an aid in planning. It offers a generalized and subjective view
and should be considered as a starting point for discussion. The layers on this map
include buffer zones around water features, important natural communities, listed plant
and animal species, areas of undeveloped land, and conserved properties. Some of
these layer attributes have been weighted based on qualitative features, such as rarity
or size, and are noted below. Cooccurrence modeling is extremely flexible, allowing for
the addition, substitution, and relative weighting of data and attributes that best reflect

; _ : i e e RN L o I the particularities and priorities of a given area or community. This map draws on data
5 A I = 2 8RSl that is depicted on the standard Beginning with Habitat map set, but should still be
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- Geographic Information System (GIS) software provides a ready means to help identify
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: (note: not present in all regions)
Focus Areas of Statewide Ecological Significance have been designated based on an
unusually rich convergence of rare plant and animal occurrences, high value habitat,
and relatively intact natural landscapes (the combined elements of Beginning with
Ny 3! | Habitat Maps 1-3). Focus area boundaries were drawn by MNAP and MDIFW
J g o AL ({f ,\ : ] P e " biologists, generally following drainage divides and/or major fragmenting features such
A e iy = S (1D G (L A as roads. Focus Areas are intended to draw attention to these truly special places in

' ' T 1A [ - _ SO : 2, hopes of building awareness and garnering support for land conservation by
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Maine Natural Areas Program: http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/index.htmi
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